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The intensity with which any of these influences,
alone or combined, may affect the unfolding psychic
life of the child will determine its whole future mental
and temperamental outlook, and will affect its reactions
to all life's experiences. In an ideal personality there
would be no complexes nor fixations; but such per-
sonalities are exceedingly rare.
The influence of a complex is towards a tendency
to manifest hastiness of temper, harshness of attitude,
belligerence in disposition, intolerance of all forms of
restraint, self-assertiveness, destructiveness, and im-
periousness. Under such influence the ego motivates
outwardly; it is extroversive.
The influence of a fixation is towards peacefulness
in disposition, to deliberation of action, to be idealistic,
to manifest a tendency to follow rather than to lead,
and to have great respect for authority and precedent.
In this type the ego motivates inwardly; it is introveniue.
Between the extremes of these two governing trends
an interminable combination of possibilities can de-
velop; desirable qualities can neutralize undesirable
ones, strengths can compensate weaknesses, construc-
tive tendencies can offset those which incline towards
being destructive, the idealistic and altruistic can
counteract the egotistic and the brutally material,
so that it is only in extremely rare instances that anyone
can be considered wholly bad or wholly good. Generally
speaking, the personality is a compromise.
Only too often, however, those who are the strongest
and the most desirable in some temperamental qualifi-
cations are afflicted with some of the gravest weak-
nesses. On the other hand, in the type in which
undesirable characteristics dominate, the general com-